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COVER: Mechanism of cell clump formation together with the accumulation and condensation of type V
collagen fibrils into the intercellular spaces. Type V collagen fibrils and cells are represented by
green lines and orange ellipses respectively. (A) Fibril bundle adherence of type V collagen to a cell.
When substances (open circle) that can bind type V collagen fibrils are secreted on cell peripheries,
cell adherent type V collagen fibrils are interlinked with each other. (B) Cell aggregation mediated
via adherent type V collagen. The size and density of condensed type V collagen fibrils increase in the
intercellular space. The strong affinity of type V collagen fibrils with the cells as well as with the
substances that combine type V collagen fibrils result in the cementing of cells. Type V collagen
eventually condenses on cell aggregates and causes cell clump formation. [See Kihara et al.; p. 625]


